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MLB UMPIRES MAKE A CARING CALL FOR CHICAGO KIDS 

Umpires Ted Barrett and Lance Barksdale Set to Visit Chicago’s Comer Children’s Hospital 
 

CHICAGO, IL (April 30, 2008)—On May 7, Major League Baseball (MLB) Umpires Ted Barrett and Lance 
Barksdale pay a special visit to pediatric patients at University of Chicago Comer Children's Hospital.  Organized by 
BLUE for Kids, they will offer words of encouragement and distribute Build-A-Bear Workshop® stuffed animals 
to children coping with serious illness.  
 
MLB umpires founded BLUE for Kids, a non-profit organization, in 2006. Big League BLUE Reach, the BLUE for 
Kids children’s hospital program, captures the spirit of the Build-A-Bear Workshop in-store experience and brings 
it to the hospital.  
 
Barrett, an ordained minister, returns to Comer Children’s Hospital after hosting the first-ever Big League BLUE 
Reach visit by MLB Umpires in Chicago last season.  For Barksdale, named to the Major League staff in 2006, the 
event is his first opportunity to participate in Big League BLUE Reach. 
 
―I’m excited to return to Comer Children’s Hospital for the second consecutive season and I’m proud of all MLB 
umpires participating in programs organized by BLUE for Kids,‖ said MLB Umpire Ted Barrett.  ―Lance and I truly 
feel blessed for an opportunity to lift spirits of children and their families who are coping with some pretty difficult 
circumstances.‖ 
 
The BLUE for Kids children’s hospital program is a fun and interactive event designed to reduce the stress that a 
family experiences when a child is hospitalized.  As they go from room to room, umpires offer kids the choice of a 
pre-stuffed bear, puppy, or kitten, as well as a choice in outfits for their new furry friend. Outfits include Chicago 
White SoxTM uniforms, Chicago CubsTM uniforms, cheerleader outfits, surgical scrubs, pirate costumes, and more.  
The hospital event is made possible through the generous support of caring individual contributors and corporate 
sponsors.  Bristol-Myers Squibb is the presenting sponsor of Big League BLUE Reach.  
 
Editorõs Notes:  

 Media should meet in the children’s hospital lobby at 10:15 a.m. on Wednesday, May 7, 2008. 

 For pre/post-event interviews with umpires – Contact: Samuel Dearth, BLUE for Kids Executive Director 
at 518-768-2790 (o) / 703-314-3833 (c) / samuel@BLUEforKids.com.  

 Hospital notification appreciated – Contact: Sharon Pannozzo, University of Chicago Comer Children's 
Hospital at 773-795-5227 (o) / 773-551-5985 (c) / sharon.pannozzo@uchospitals.edu. 
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About BLUE for Kids 
BLUE for Kids, a 501(c)(3) non-profit founded by Major League Baseball umpires, enriches the lives of at-risk youth 
and children coping with serious illness by providing memorable sports experiences, supporting pediatric medical 
care, and raising the awareness of foster care children waiting to be adopted.  Since 2006, participating sports 
officials have donated more than 1,500 tickets to at-risk youth and hosted 18 children’s hospital events. For more 
information, please visit: www.BLUEforKids.com. 
 
About University of Chicago Comer Children's Hospital 
Comer Children's Hospital opened its doors in February 2005. The 242,000-square-feet, 155-bed, seven-story 
facility is more than twice the size of the previous children's hospital. Staffed with some of the country's leading 
pediatricians, the hospital specializes in cancer care, neurology, neonatology, cardiology, critical care, transplantation 
and minimally invasive surgeries.  http://www.uchospitals.edu/  
 
About Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Bristol-Myers Squibb is a global pharmaceutical and related healthcare products company whose mission is to 
extend and enhance human life.  For more information about Bristol-Myers Squibb visit www.bms.com. 
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