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PRO UMPIRES GO PHANATIC™ FOR PHILLY KIDS 

Major and Minor League Umpires Set to Visit Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 
 

PHILADELPHIA, PA (May 9, 2008)—On May 14, Major League Baseball (MLB) Umpires Bob Davidson, Andy 
Fletcher, Alfonso Marquez, and Mike Reilly join with Minor League Baseball Umpires Damien Beal, Brian 
Kennedy, and Bobby Price for a visit with pediatric patients at The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP).  
Organized by BLUE for Kids, they will offer words of encouragement and distribute Build-A-Bear Workshop® 
stuffed animals to children coping with serious illness.  
 
MLB umpires founded BLUE for Kids, a non-profit organization, in 2006. Big League BLUE Reach, the BLUE for 
Kids children’s hospital program, captures the spirit of the Build-A-Bear Workshop in-store experience and brings 
it to the hospital. The upcoming event at CHOP marks the 3rd hospital event of the season by umpires around the 
league and the 20th hospital event hosted by umpires since the program began. 
 
For Bob Davidson, a 19-year Major League veteran and frequent contributor to BLUE for Kids, the hospital 
program offers a fun and meaningful way to reach out to communities all across the country.  Davidson is 
participating in his 3rd hospital event organized by BLUE for Kids. 
 
―I’m looking forward to our visit with the kids at The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia‖, said Davidson.  ―We are 
bringing 100 stuffed animals with us, including a number of Philly Phanatic stuffed mascots. The kids are going to 
love them and we are going to see a bunch of smiles.‖ 
 
While Davidson has participated in the hospital program before, the remaining six umpires are making their Big 
League BLUE Reach debut.  For Brian Kennedy, an umpire in the International League (AAA), the event is a 
welcome opportunity for Minor League umpires to participate in programs organized by BLUE for Kids.  
 
―BLUE for Kids offers professional baseball umpires a structured approach for making a community-related impact 
in baseball cities across the country‖, said Kennedy.  ―Like Bob, I’m looking forward to visiting CHOP and lifting 
the spirits of children dealing with some pretty tough challenges.‖   
 
The BLUE for Kids children’s hospital program is a fun and interactive event designed to reduce the stress that a 
family experiences when a child is hospitalized.  As they go from room to room, umpires offer kids the choice of a 
pre-stuffed bear, puppy, or kitten, as well as a choice in outfits for their new furry friend. Outfits include 
Philadelphia PhilliesTM uniforms, cheerleader outfits, karate outfits, pirate costumes, and more.   
 
The hospital event is made possible through the generous support of caring individual contributors and corporate 
sponsors.  Bristol-Myers Squibb is the presenting sponsor of Big League BLUE Reach.  
 
Editor’s Notes:  

 Media should meet in the children’s hospital lobby at 10:15 a.m. on Wednesday, May 14, 2008. 

 For pre/post-event interviews with umpires – Contact: Samuel Dearth, BLUE for Kids Executive Director 
at 518-768-2790 (o) / 703-314-3833 (c) / samuel@BLUEforKids.com.  

 Hospital notification appreciated – Contact: Linda Van Winkle, The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia at 
267-426-6093 (o) / 609-226-2962 (c) / vanwinkle@email.chop.edu. 
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About BLUE for Kids 
BLUE for Kids, a 501(c)(3) non-profit founded by Major League Baseball umpires, enriches the lives of at-risk youth 
and children coping with serious illness by providing memorable sports experiences, supporting pediatric medical 
care, and raising the awareness of foster care children waiting to be adopted.  Since 2006, participating sports 
officials have donated more than 1,500 tickets to at-risk youth and hosted 19 children’s hospital events. For more 
information, please visit: www.BLUEforKids.com. 
 
About The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia 
The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia was founded in 1855 as the nation's first pediatric hospital. Through its 
long-standing commitment to providing exceptional patient care, training new generations of pediatric healthcare 
professionals and pioneering major research initiatives, Children's Hospital has fostered many discoveries that have 
benefited children worldwide. Its pediatric research program is among the largest in the country, ranking third in 
National Institutes of Health funding. In addition, its unique family-centered care and public service programs have 
brought the 430-bed hospital recognition as a leading advocate for children and adolescents. For more information, 
visit www.chop.edu. 
 
About Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Bristol-Myers Squibb is a global pharmaceutical and related healthcare products company whose mission is to 
extend and enhance human life.  For more information about Bristol-Myers Squibb visit www.bms.com. 
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